The Second Coming of Common Sense

Part 4
Regarding Our Three Civil Wars
“Making the Founders Proud”
I offer for your consideration this perspective on the 230-plus years of the Great
American Experiment and our nation’s three (3) Civil Wars.
The Three American Civil Wars Analogy
Since the birth of our nation, America has been involved in many military
conflicts and major wars. However, to me it is a precious few of those wars, only
three that truly serve to define our society to our selves and to the world — those
being the Civil Wars occurring upon our own soil.
Two of those Civil Wars our national ancestors engaged in and were successful
in winning for the Common Good of the masses.
The third Civil War is the one that the Second Coming of Common Sense (CS2)
was written to announce and declare.
It is a challenge to my fellow Americans to acknowledge that like it or not We the
People are at the edge of a historic juncture in our nation’s history, and to realize
that We have the Power to determine its outcome for the Common Good.
Those three great American Civil Wars are the subject of this piece.
o

o

o

o

I absolutely desire to acknowledge with all due and proper respect, all of the
other actions that our military men and women have so dutifully fought and that
so many have died in — as well as the sacrifices of our people on the home front.
Each of our nation’s military actions is noted herein.
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Our First American Civil War – To Create
The American Revolution 1776 to 1781
The American Revolutionary War was actually a “civil war” that England was
fighting with a major colony. In fact the American colonists were fighting to
secede from their colonial union with England and the British Empire. In order
to accomplish that historic victory the “British” colonists were forced to take up
arms against their own countrymen, thus it would properly be called the first
American Civil War.
Actual fighting began in the Massachusetts colony with the historic battles at
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775 where “the shot heard around the
world” was discharged. That confrontation was followed on June 17th at Bunker
Hill, where the order was given to the Minuteman militia not to fire “until you
see the whites of their eyes.”
The American Revolutionary War raged from 1776 until October 17, 1781, and
the British surrender by Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. The War of
Independence was won and our nation was created.
They Paid a High Price for Us
At the time of the Revolution, England had roughly 6.5 million people and the
American colonial population was well under 3 million. Over 25,000 American
colonists died fighting that war — approximately one (1) percent of the colonial
population. Today that would be equivalent of 3,000,000 deaths! Those
regular people endured a level of real suffering and sacrifice that we rarely, if
ever even consider.
It was a Civil war that gave the colonists their freedom from a classic
monarchical government of the Old World — and American Democracy took its
first infant steps. The Articles of Confederation served as the initial governing
document for the newly formed American government.
However, the Articles were not strong enough to adequately define and control
this new governmental life form and serious problems soon arose. Responding
to those “public issues” the Constitutional Congress struggled until 1787 to
produce the original version of the U.S. Constitution. It included the first 10
amendments, commonly referred to as the Bill of Rights. It took until 1789 for it
to be fully ratified by the states and go into full effect. With the successful, final
ratification by the states of our historic U.S. Constitution, this new form of
People-driven government had passed its first real test.
o

o

o

o
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The Preamble of the U.S. Constitution
We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union,
establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility,
provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,
Do Ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
o

o

o

o

With our Constitution in place American Democracy finally had a rulebook by
which We the People were protected, that would oversee the government’s
conduct, and would allow the newly formed nation to grow and mature. We are
still under the protection of our National Charter as long as we execute its
provisions properly.
The American Revolution was a physical war followed by constructive
legislation that clarified the governing principles of our land and a Common
Agreement among the people and business interests regarding the Common
Good.
It is now 2007, some 220 years since our National Charter was ratified. In all
that time the Constitution has only been amended sixteen (16) more times as the
profile of America and the needs of the People have changed — and not for
trivial reasons.
o

o

o

o

Since the time of that historic Revolution, America has been called the “Great
Experiment.” A form of government designed and intended to be directed by
the will and popular vote of the People — not by the privileged Few. An
experiment in Representative government that many people expected and that
some wished would end in failure. However, the experiment has greatly
succeeded. America had created the original Democracy, the living model of
Liberty and Freedom – the standard that other nations have since followed, but
that the people of too many others still only dream of.
Our Constitution is the greatest defining document of government ever
developed. And it has stood strong over all these years. It is our source of
Democratic strength and our guide as an evolving, open, and free society. It is
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the prudent and practical judge that has allowed our country to grow, change,
mature, and to correct prior errors. And through some very difficult national
struggles, it is the Constitution that held us together as a people and a nation.
I firmly believe my fellow Americans that it is time for our U.S. Constitution to
come to the People’s aid once again.
o

o

o

o

Nation Creating Documents
The three (3) documents referenced next were the keys to the American
Revolution and the Creation of the Democracy that we are fortunate to live in
today,
•
•
•

Common Sense
The Declaration of Independence
The Constitution of the United States of America

These precious documents are rarely reviewed by most of us after we complete
our early schooling. They are presented in CS2 as a refresher on the words, the
feelings, and the spirit that moved our original national ancestors to take their
bold stand, to create their nation, to begin the national voyage, and make our
future a possibility!
Common Sense by Thomas Paine
The revolutionary writer and his radical paperback size pamphlet are referred to
throughout CS2. The first edition of Common Sense was published on January
10, 1776 and contained 33-pages. Paine added some material, including a
‘letter’ to the Quakers for the second edition. The entire text of that classic
edition of Common Sense as first published on February 14, 1776 is presented in
Appendix A.
The Power of Common Sense
When Thomas Paine published Common Sense, the total colonial population
was well under than three (3) million — the approximate current population of
the state of Iowa. The first official count of the U.S. population did not occur
until 14 years later in 1790 and set the total at 3,929,000.
Paine’s little pamphlet sold as fast as they could be printed, selling an estimated
120,000 copies in the first three months. It is estimated that over 500,000 copies
were sold before the end of 1776 alone, a truly phenomenal number considering
the total population and the laborious printing technology of the era. The
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colonists desired to read Paine’s exact words for their personal consideration,
and so that they could better discuss the reasoning offered by Paine regarding a
war for independence.
I have included the first challenging and inspiring pages of Common Sense here,
starting with the content of the pamphlet’s second edition cover page, as the
colonist saw it in February 1776.
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C O M M O N

S E N S E;

Addressed to the
Inhabitants
of
A M E R I C A,
on the following interefting
S U B J E CT S:
I.

Of the Origin and Defign of Government in general, with concife
Remarks on the Englifh Conftitution.

II.

Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succeffion.

III.

Thoughts on the prefent State of American Affairs.

IV.

Of the prefent ability of America, with fome mifcellaneous
Reflections.

A NEW EDITION, with feveral Additons in the Body of the Work. To which is
Added an APPENDIX: together with an Addrefs to the People called
QUAKERS.

Man knows no Mafter fave creating HEAVEN,
Or thofe whom choice and common Good ordain.
THOMSON
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INTRODUCTION
Perhaps the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not YET
sufficiently fashionable to procure them general favour; a long habit of not
thinking a thing WRONG, gives it a superficial appearance of being RIGHT, and
raises at first a formidable outcry in defense of custom. But the tumult soon
subsides. Time makes more converts than reason.
As a long and violent abuse of power, is generally the Means of calling the right
of it in question (and in Matters too which might never have been thought of, had
not the Sufferers been aggravated into the inquiry) and as the King of England
hath undertaken in his OWN RIGHT, to support the Parliament in what he calls
THEIRS, and as the good people of this country are grievously oppressed by the
combination, they have an undoubted privilege to inquire into the pretensions of
both, and equally to reject the usurpation of either.
In the following sheets, the author hath studiously avoided every thing which is
personal among ourselves. Compliments as well as censure to individuals make
no part thereof. The wise, and the worthy, need not the triumph of a pamphlet;
and those whose sentiments are injudicious, or unfriendly, will cease of
themselves unless too much pains are bestowed upon their conversion.
The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind. Many
circumstances hath, and will arise, which are not local, but universal, and through
which the principles of all Lovers of Mankind are affected, and in the Event of
which, their Affections are interested. The laying a Country desolate with Fire
and Sword, declaring War against the natural rights of all Mankind, and
extirpating the Defenders thereof from the Face of the Earth, is the Concern of
every Man to whom Nature hath given the Power of feeling; of which Class,
regardless of Party Censure, is the AUTHOR.
P.S. The Publication of this new Edition hath been delayed, with a View of
taking notice (had it been necessary) of any Attempt to refute the Doctrine of
Independance: As no Answer hath yet appeared, it is now presumed that none
will, the Time needful for getting such a Performance ready for the Public being
considerably past.
Who the Author of this Production is, is wholly unnecessary to the Public, as the
Object for Attention is the DOCTRINE ITSELF, not the MAN. Yet it may not be
unnecessary to say, That he is unconnected with any Party, and under no sort of
Influence public or private, but the influence of reason and principle.
Philadelphia, February 14, 1776
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COMMON SENSE
OF THE ORIGIN AND DESIGN OF GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL. WITH
CONCISE REMARKS ON THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION
Some writers have so confounded society with government, as to leave little or
no distinction between them; whereas they are not only different, but have
different origins. Society is produced by our wants, and government by our
wickedness; the former promotes our POSITIVELY by uniting our affections,
the latter NEGATIVELY by restraining our vices. The one encourages
intercourse, the other creates distinctions. The first a patron, the last a punisher.
Society in every state is a blessing, but government even in its best state is but a
necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one; for when we suffer, or are
exposed to the same miseries BY A GOVERNMENT, which we might expect in
a country WITHOUT GOVERNMENT, our calamity is heightened by reflecting
that we furnish the means by which we suffer. Government, like dress, is the
badge of lost innocence; the palaces of kings are built on the ruins of the bowers
of paradise. For were the impulses of conscience clear, uniform, and irresistibly
obeyed, man would need no other lawgiver; but that not being the case, he finds it
necessary to surrender up a part of his property to furnish means for the
protection of the rest; and this he is induced to do by the same prudence which in
every other case advises him out of two evils to choose the least. WHEREFORE,
security being the true design and end of government, it unanswerably follows,
that whatever FORM thereof appears most likely to ensure it to us, with the least
expense and greatest benefit, is preferable to all others.
In order to gain a clear and just idea of the design and end of government, let us
suppose a small number of persons settled in some sequestered part of the earth,
unconnected with the rest, they will then represent the first peopling of any
country, or of the world. In this state of natural liberty, society will be their first
thought. A thousand motives will excite them thereto, the strength of one man is
so unequal to his wants, and his mind so unfitted for perpetual solitude, that he is
soon obliged to seek assistance and relief of another, who in his turn requires the
same. Four or five united would be able to raise a tolerable dwelling in the midst
of a wilderness, but one man might labour out of the common period of life witho
accomplishing any thing; when he had felled his timber he could not remove it,
nor erect it after it was removed; hunger in the mean time would urge him from
his work, and every different want call him a different way. Disease, nay even
misfortune would be death, for though neither might be mortal, yet either would
disable him from living, and reduce him to a state in which he might rather be
said to perish than to die.
Thus necessity, like a gravitating power, would soon form our newly arrived
emigrants into society, the reciprocal blessings of which, would supersede, and
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render the obligations of law and government unnecessary while they remained
perfectly just to each other; but as nothing but heaven is impregnable to vice, it
will unavoidably happen, that in proportion as they surmount the first difficulties
of emigration, which bound them together in a common cause, they will begin to
relax in their duty and attachment to each other; and this remissness will point
out the necessity of establishing some form of government to supply the defect of
moral virtue.
Some convenient tree will afford them a State-House, under the branches of
which, the whole colony may assemble to deliberate on public matters. It is more
than probable that their first laws will have the title only of REGULATIONS,
and be enforced by no other penalty than public disesteem. In this first parliament
every man, by natural right, will have a seat.
But as the colony increases, the public concerns will increase likewise, and the
distance at which the members may be separated, will render it too inconvenient
for all of them to meet on every occasion as at first, when their number was
small, their habitations near, and the public concerns few and trifling. This will
point out the convenience of their consenting to leave the legislative part to be
managed by a select number chosen from the whole body, who are supposed to
have the same concerns at stake which those who appointed them, and who will
act in the same manner as the whole body would act, were they present. If the
colony continues increasing, it will become necessary to augment the number of
the representatives, and that the interest of every part of the colony may be
attended to, it will be found best to divide the whole into convenient parts, each
part sending its proper number; and that the ELECTED might never form to
themselves an interest separate from the ELECTORS, prudence will point out the
propriety of having elections often; because as the ELECTED might by that
means return and mix again with the general body of the ELECTORS in a few
months, their fidelity to the public will be secured by the prudent reflection of not
making a rod for themselves. And as this frequent interchange will establish a
common interest with every part of the community, they will mutually and
naturally support each other, and on this (not on the unmeaning name of king)
depends the STRENGTH OF GOVERNMENT, AND THE HAPPINESS OF
THE GOVERNED.
Here then is the origin and rise of government; namely, a mode rendered
necessary by the inability of moral virtue to govern the world; here too is the
design and end of government, viz. freedom and security. And however our eyes
may be dazzled with show, or our ears deceived by sound; however prejudice
may warp our wills, or interest darken our understanding, the simple voice of
nature and of reason will say, it is right.
I draw my idea of the form of government from a principle in nature, which no art
can overturn, viz. that the more simple any thing is, the less liable it is to be
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disordered; and the easier repaired when disordered; and with this maxim in
view, I offer a few remarks on the so much boasted constitution of England. That
it was noble for the dark and slavish times in which it was erected, is granted.
When the world was overrun with tyranny the least remove therefrom was a
glorious rescue. But that it is imperfect, subject to convulsions, and incapable of
producing what it seems to promise, is easily demonstrated.
Absolute governments (tho’ the disgrace of human nature) have this advantage
with them, that they are simple; if the people suffer, they know the head from
which their suffering springs, know likewise the remedy, and are not bewildered
by a variety of causes and cures. But the constitution of England is so
exceedingly complex, that the nation may suffer for years together without being
able to discover in which part the fault lies; some will say in one and some in
another, and every political physician will advise a different medicine.
I know it is difficult to get over local or long standing prejudices, yet if we will
suffer ourselves to examine the component parts of the English constitution, we
shall find them to be the base remains of two ancient tyrannies, compounded with
some new republican materials.
FIRST - The remains of monarchial tyranny in the person of the king.
SECONDLY - The remains of aristocratical tyranny in the persons of the peers.
THIRDLY - The new republican materials in the persons of the commons, on
whose virtue depends the freedom of England.
The two first, by being hereditary, are independent of the people; wherefore in a
CONSTITUTIONAL SENSE they contribute nothing towards the freedom of
the state.
To say that the constitution of England is a UNION of three powers reciprocally
CHECKING each other, is farcical, either the words have no meaning, or they
are flat contradictions.
To say that the commons is a check upon the king, presupposes two things:
FIRST - That the king is not to be trusted without being looked after, or in other
words, that a thirst for absolute power is the natural disease of monarchy.
SECONDLY - That the commons, by being appointed for that purpose, are either
wiser or more worthy of confidence than the crown.
But as the same constitution which gives the commons a power to check the king
by withholding the supplies, gives afterwards the king a power to check the
commons, by empowering him to reject their other bills; it again supposes that
the king is wiser than those whom it has already supposed to be wiser than him. A
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mere absurdity!
There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the composition of monarchy; it
first excludes a man from the means of information, yet empowers him to act in
cases where the highest judgment is required. The state of a king shuts him from
the world, yet the business of a king requires him to know it thoroughly;
wherefore the different parts, by unnaturally opposing and destroying each other,
prove the whole character to be absurd and useless.
Some writers have explained the English constitution thus: The king, say they, is
one, the people another; the peers are a house in behalf of the king, the commons
in behalf of the people; but this hath all the distinctions of a house divided against
itself; and though the expressions be pleasantly arranged, yet when examined,
they appear idle and ambiguous; and it will always happen, that the nicest
construction that words are capable of, when applied to the description of some
thing which either cannot exist, or is too incomprehensible to be within the
compass of description, will be words of sound only, and though they may amuse
the ear, they cannot inform the mind, for this explanation includes a previous
question, viz. HOW CAME THE KING BY A POWER WHICH THE PEOPLE
ARE AFRAID TO TRUST, AND ALWAYS OBLIGED TO CHECK? Such a
power could not be the gift of a wise people, neither can any power, WHICH
NEEDS CHECKING, be from God; yet the provision, which the constitution
makes, supposes such a power to exist.
But the provision is unequal to the task; the means either cannot or will not
accomplish the end, and the whole affair is a felo de se; for as the greater weight
will always carry up the less, and as all the wheels of a machine are put in motion
by one, it only remains to know which power in the constitution has the most
weight, for that will govern; and though the others, or a part of them, may clog,
or, as the phrase is, check the rapidity of its motion, yet so long as they cannot
stop it, their endeavours will be ineffectual; the first moving power will at last
have its way, and what it wants in speed, is supplied by time.
That the crown is this overbearing part in the English constitution, needs not be
mentioned, and that it derives its whole consequence merely from being the giver
of places and pensions, is self-evident, wherefore, though we have been wise
enough to shut and lock a door against absolute monarchy, we at the same time
have been foolish enough to put the crown in possession of the key.
The prejudice of Englishmen in favour of their own government by king, lords,
and commons, arises as much or more from national pride than reason.
Individuals are undoubtedly safer in England than in some other countries, but
the WILL of the king is as much the LAW of the land in Britain as in France, with
this difference, that instead of proceeding directly from his mouth, it is handed to
the people under the more formidable shape of an act of parliament. For the fate
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of Charles the First hath only made kings more subtle - not more just.
Wherefore, laying aside all national pride and prejudice in favour of modes and
forms, the plain truth is, that IT IS WHOLLY OWING TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE, AND NOT TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE GOVERNMENT, that the crown is not as oppressive in England as in
Turkey.
An inquiry into the CONSTITUTIONAL ERRORS in the English form of
government is at this time highly necessary; for as we are never in a proper
condition of doing justice to others, while we continue under the influence of
some leading partiality, so neither are we capable of doing it to ourselves while
we remain fettered by any obstinate prejudice. And as a man. who is attached to a
prostitute, is unfitted to choose or judge a wife, so any prepossession in favour of
a rotten constitution of government will disable us from discerning a good one.
o

o

o

o

End of the excerpt from the first pages of Common Sense. Again, The Appendix
contains the entire text of Thomas Paine’s classic. It is well worth reading again
or for the first time.
o

o

o

o
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The Declaration of Independence,
originally drafted by Thomas Jefferson

The Declaration of Independence
by Thomas Jefferson
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE:
In Congress, July 4, 1776,
THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another,
and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect
their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.
Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries
and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute
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Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid
world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and
convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that
purpose obstructing the Laws of Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass
others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of
new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws
for establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their
offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of
Officers to harass our People, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent
of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil
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power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their
Acts of pretended Legislation:
For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders
which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, andenlarging its Boundaries
so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and
waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the Lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to compleat
the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear
Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.
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He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and
conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated
injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned
them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their
native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we
hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and
Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other
Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

JOHN HANCOCK, President
Attested, CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary
New Hampshire
JOSIAH BARTLETT
WILLIAM WHIPPLE
MATTHEW THORNTON
Massachusetts-Bay
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SAMUEL ADAMS
JOHN ADAMS
ROBERT TREAT PAINE
ELBRIDGE GERRY
Rhode Island
STEPHEN HOPKINS
WILLIAM ELLERY
Connecticut
ROGER SHERMAN
SAMUEL HUNTINGTON
WILLIAM WILLIAMS
OLIVER WOLCOTT
Georgia
BUTTON GWINNETT
LYMAN HALL
GEO. WALTON
Maryland
SAMUEL CHASE
WILLIAM PACA
THOMAS STONE
CHARLES CARROLL
OF CARROLLTON
Virginia
GEORGE WYTHE
RICHARD HENRY LEE
THOMAS JEFFERSON
BENJAMIN HARRISON
THOMAS NELSON, JR.
FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE
CARTER BRAXTON.
New York
WILLIAM FLOYD
PHILIP LIVINGSTON
FRANCIS LEWIS
LEWIS MORRIS
Pennsylvania
ROBERT MORRIS
BENJAMIN RUSH
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
JOHN MORTON
GEORGE CLYMER
JAMES SMITH
GEORGE TAYLOR
JAMES WILSON
GEORGE ROSS
Delaware
CAESAR RODNEY
GEORGE READ
THOMAS M’KEAN
North Carolina
WILLIAM HOOPER
JOSEPH HEWES
JOHN PENN
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South Carolina
EDWARD RUTLEDGE
THOMAS HEYWARD, JR.
THOMAS LYNCH, JR.
ARTHUR MIDDLETON
New Jersey
RICHARD STOCKTON
JOHN WITHERSPOON
FRANCIS HOPKINS
JOHN HART
ABRAHAM CLARK
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The U.S. Constitution
by the Constitutional Congress
PREAMBLE
We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union,
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America.
ARTICLE I
Section 1. Legislative powers; in whom vested
All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United
States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.
Section 2. House of Representatives, how and by whom chosen Qualifications of
a Representative. Representatives and direct taxes, how apportioned.
Enumeration. Vacancies to be filled. Power of choosing officers, and of
impeachment.
1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every
second year by the people of the several States, and the elector in each State shall
have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the
State Legislature.
2. No person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained the age of
twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, and who
shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.
3. Representatives [and direct taxes] {Altered by 16th Amendment} shall be
apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union,
according to their respective numbers, [which shall be determined by adding the
whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of
years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.] {Altered
by 14th Amendment} The actual enumeration shall be made within three years
after the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every
subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The
number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but
each State shall have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut
five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one,
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and
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Georgia three.
4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the Executive
Authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.
5. The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other officers;
and shall have the sole power of impeachment.
Section 3. Senators, how and by whom chosen. How classified. State Executive,
when to make temporary appointments, in case, etc. Qualifications of a Senator.
President of the Senate, his right to vote. President pro tem., and other officers of
the Senate, how chosen. Power to try impeachments. When President is tried,
Chief Justice to preside. Sentence.
1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
State, [chosen by the Legislature thereof,] {Altered by 17th Amendment} for six
years; and each Senator shall have one vote.
2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election,
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the
Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of
the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, and of the third class at the
expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen every second year;
[and if vacancies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary
appointments until the next meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such
vacancies.] {Altered by 17th Amendment}
3. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty
years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.
4. The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but
shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided.
5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore,
in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the office of the
President of the United States.
6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for
that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. When the President of the
United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: and no person shall be
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present.
7. Judgement in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal
from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or
profit under the United States: but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable
and subject to indictment, trial, judgement and punishment, according to law.
Section 4. Times, etc., of holding elections, how prescribed. One session in each
year.
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1. The times, places and manner of holding elections for Senators and
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but
the Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to
the places of choosing Senators.
2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting
shall be [on the first Monday in December,] {Altered by 20th Amendment}
unless they by law appoint a different day.
Section 5. Membership, Quorum, Adjournments, Rules, Power to punish or
expel. Journal. Time of adjournments, how limited, etc.
1. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its
own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business;
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to
compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under such
penalties as each House may provide.
2. Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a
member.
3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time
publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgement require secrecy;
and the yeas and nays of the members of either House on any question shall, at
the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.
4. Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent of
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in
which the two Houses shall be sitting.
Section 6. Compensation, Privileges, Disqualification in certain cases.
1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for their
services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United
States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of the peace, be
privileged from arrest during their attendance at the session of their respective
Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any speech or
debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other place.
2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which he was elected,
be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United States, which
shall have increased during such time; and no person holding any office under
the United States, shall be a member of either House during his continuance in
office.
Section 7. House to originate all revenue bills. Veto. Bill may be passed by
two-thirds of each House, notwithstanding, etc. Bill, not returned in ten days to
become a law. Provisions as to orders, concurrent resolutions, etc.
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1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives;
but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other bills.
2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the
Senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the president of the United
States; if he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with his
objections, to that house in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the
objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such
reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be
sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it shall become a
law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas
and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be
entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned
by the president within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been
presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it,
unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in which case it shall
not be a law.
3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate and
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of
adjournment) shall be presented to the president of the United States; and before
the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or, being disapproved by
him, shall be re-passed by two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives,
according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.
Section 8. Powers of Congress
The Congress shall have the power 1. to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States:
2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States:
3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and
with the Indian tribes:
4. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject
of bankruptcies throughout the United States:
5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the
standard of weights and measures:
6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin
of the United States:
7. To establish post-offices and post-roads:
8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited
times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and
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discoveries:
9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court:
10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and
offences against the law of nations:
11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules
concerning captures on land and water:
12. To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to that use shall
be for a longer term than two years:
13. To provide and maintain a navy:
14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces:
15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union,
suppress insurrections and repel invasions:
16. To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the militia, and for
governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United
States, reserving to the states respectively, the appointment of the officers, and
the authority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed by
Congress:
17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such district
(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the
acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United States,
and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the
legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts,
magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings:
And, 18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into
execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this constitution
in the government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.
Section 9. Provision as to migration or importation of certain persons. Habeas
Corpus, Bills of attainder, etc. Taxes, how apportioned. No export duty. No
commercial preference. Money, how drawn from Treasury, etc. No titular
nobility. Officers not to receive presents, etc.
1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing
shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the
year 1808, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importations, not exceeding
10 dollars for each person.
2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.
3. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed.
4. [No capitation, or other direct tax shall be laid unless in proportion to the
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census or enumeration herein before directed to be taken.] {Altered by 16th
Amendment}
5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state.
6. No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the
ports of one state over those of another: nor shall vessels bound to, or from one
state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.
7. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of
appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts
and expenditures of all public money shall be published from time to time.
8. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no person
holding any office or profit or trust under them, shall, without the consent of the
Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind
whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state.
Section 10. States prohibited from the exercise of certain powers.
1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant letters of
marque and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold
and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post
facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any title of
nobility.
2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or duties
on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its
inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state
on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treasury of the United States; and
all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of the Congress.
3. No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep
troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with
another state, or with a foreign power, or engage in a war, unless actually
invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay.
ARTICLE II
Section 1. President: his term of office. Electors of President; number and how
appointed. Electors to vote on same day. Qualification of President. On whom
his duties devolve in case of his removal, death, etc. President’s compensation.
His oath of office.
1. The Executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of
America. He shall hold office during the term of four years, and together with the
Vice President, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows

The Second Coming of Common Sense

2. [Each State] {Altered by 23rd Amendment} shall appoint, in such manner as
the Legislature may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of
Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress:
but no Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit
under the United States, shall be appointed an elector [The electors shall meet in
their respective States, and vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least
shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make
a list of all the persons voted for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and
transmit sealed to the seat of Government of the United States, directed to the
President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall
then be counted. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such majority, and have an
equal number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately
choose by ballot one of them for President; and if no person have a majority, then
from the five highest on the list the said House shall in like manner choose the
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the
representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of
all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of the
President, the person having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be
the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal votes,
the Senate shall choose from them by ballot the Vice President.] {Altered by 12th
Amendment}
3. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on
which they shall give their votes; which day shall be the same throughout the
United States.
4. No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States, at the
time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of
President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have
attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a resident within
the United States.
5. [In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death,
resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the
same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by law provide
for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the President and
Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act as President, and such
officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a President shall
be elected.] {Altered by 25th Amendment}
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6. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a compensation,
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that period any other
emolument from the United States, or any of them.
7. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the following oath
or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the
office of the President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability,
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”
Section 2. President to be Commander-in-Chief. He may require opinions of
cabinet officers, etc., may pardon. Treaty-making power. Nomination of certain
officers. When President may fill vacancies.
1. The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States, and of the militia of the several States, when called into the actual
service of the United States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the
principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon any subject relating
to the duties of their respective offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves
and pardons for offenses against against the United States, except in cases of
impeachment.
2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to
make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall
nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint
ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court,
and all other officers of the United States, whose appointments are not herein
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law: but the Congress
may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in
the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments.
3. The President shall have the power to fill up all vacancies that may may
happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions, which shall
expire at the end of their next session.
Section 3. President shall communicate to Congress. He may convene and
adjourn Congress, in case of disagreement, etc. Shall receive ambassadors,
execute laws, and commission officers.
He shall from time to time give to the Congress information of the state of the
Union, and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both
Houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement between them, with
respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall
think proper; he may receive ambassadors, and other public ministers; he shall
take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the
officers of the United States.
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Section 4. All civil offices forfeited for certain crimes.
The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall be
removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or
other high crimes and misdemeanors.
ARTICLE III
Section 1. Judicial powers. Tenure. Compensation.
The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme court, and
in such inferior courts as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain and
establish. The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their
offices during good behaviour, and shall, at stated times, receive for their
services a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their continuance
in office.
Section 2. Judicial power; to what cases it extends. Original jurisdiction of
Supreme Court Appellate. Trial by Jury, etc. Trial, where
1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and equity, arising under
this constitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall
be made under their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public
ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to
controversies to which the United States shall be a party; [to controversies
between two or more states, between a state and citizens of another state,
between citizens of different states, between citizens of the same state, claiming
lands under grants of different states, and between a state, or the citizens thereof,
and foreign states, citizens or subjects.] {Altered by 11th Amendment}
2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and
those in which a state shall be a party, the supreme court shall have original
jurisdiction. In all the other cases before-mentioned, the supreme court shall have
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under
such regulations as the Congress shall make.
3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury; and
such trial shall be held in the state where the said crimes shall have been
committed; but when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at such
place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.
Section 3. Treason defined. Proof of. Punishment
1. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against
them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the
same overt act, or on confession in open court.
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2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no
attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during
the life of the person attainted.
ARTICLE IV
Section 1. Each State to give credit to the public acts, etc. of every other State.
Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public acts, records and
judicial proceedings of every other state. And the Congress may by general laws
prescribe the manner in which such acts, records and proceedings shall be
proved, and the effect thereof.
Section 2. Privileges of citizens of each State. Fugitives from Justice to be
delivered up. Persons held to service having escaped, to be delivered up.
1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of
citizens in the several states. {See the 14th Amendment}
2. A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or other crime, who shall
flee justice, and be found in another state, shall, on demand of the executive
authority of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the
state having jurisdiction of the crime.
3. [No person held to service or labour in one state, under the laws thereof,
escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be
discharged from such service or labour, but shall be delivered up on claim of the
party to whom such service or labour may be due.] {Altered by 13th
Amendment}
Section 3. Admission of new States. Power of Congress over territory and other
property.
1. New states may be admitted by the Congress into this union; but no new state
shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other state, nor any state
be formed by the junction of two or more states, without the consent of the
legislatures of the states concerned, as well as of the Congress.
2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules and
regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the United
States; and nothing in this constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any
claims of the United States, or of any particular state.
Section 4. Republican form of government guaranteed. Each State to be
protected.
The United States shall guarantee to every state in this union, a republican form
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of government, and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on
application of the legislature, or of the executive (when the legislature cannot be
convened), against domestic violence.
ARTICLE V
Amendments
The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall
propose amendments to this constitution, or on the application of the legislatures
of two-thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for proposing
amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as
part of this constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several states, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other
mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress: Provided, that no
amendment which may be made prior to the year 1808, shall in any manner affect
the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no
state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.
ARTICLE VI
1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption of this
constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this constitution, as
under the confederation.
2. This constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in
pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
authority of the United States shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges
in every state shall be bound thereby, any thing in the constitution or laws of any
state to the contrary notwithstanding.
3. The senators and representatives before-mentioned, and the members of the
several state legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the
United States and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to
support this constitution; but no religious test shall ever be required as a
qualification to any office or public trust under the United States.
ARTICLE VII
The ratification of the conventions of nine states, shall be sufficient for the
establishment of this constitution between the states so ratifying the same.
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The U.S. Bill of Rights
by the U.S. Congress
The Ten Original Amendments: The Bill of Rights
Passed by Congress September 25, 1789. Ratified December 15, 1791.
AMENDMENT I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.
AMENDMENT II
A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right
of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
AMENDMENT III
No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent
of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
AMENDMENT IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no
warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to
be seized.
AMENDMENT V
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a
witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just
compensation.
AMENDMENT VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be

The Second Coming of Common Sense

confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his
defense.
AMENDMENT VII
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury
shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according
to the rules of the common law.
AMENDMENT VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.
AMENDMENT IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be con- strued to
deny or disparage others retained by the people.
AMENDMENT X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

The Additional Amendments 11 thru 26
AMENDMENT XI
Passed by Congress March 4, 1794. Ratified February 7, 1795.
The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any
suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States
by citizens of another State, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state.
AMENDMENT XII
Passed by Congress December 9, 1803. Ratified July 27, 1804.
The Electors shall meet in their respective States and vote by ballot for President
and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same
State with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as
President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the
President of the Senate; the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall
then be counted; - The person having the greatest number of votes for President,
shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of
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Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons
having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as
President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the
representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of
all the States shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives
shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon
them, [before the fourth day of March next following,] {Altered by 20th
Amendment} then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in case of the
death or other constitutional disability of the President. The person having the
greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such
numbers be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, and if no
person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate
shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of
two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number
shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the
office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.
AMENDMENT XIII
Passed by Congress January 31, 1865. Ratified December 6, 1865.
Section 1.
Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.
Section 2.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XIV
Passed by Congress June 13, 1866. Ratified July 9, 1868
Section 1.
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein
they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor to
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
Section 2.
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their
respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State,
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excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election f or the
choice of Electors for President and Vice-President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of a State, or the
members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of
such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis
of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of
such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one
years of age in such State.
Section 3.
No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or Elector of
President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the
United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a
member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any
State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress
may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.
Section 4.
The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including
debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing
insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States
nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of
insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be
held illegal and void.
Section 5.
The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation,
the provisions of this article.
AMENDMENT XV
Passed by Congress February 26, 1869. Ratified February 3, 1870.
Section 1.
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.
Section 2.
The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.
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AMENDMENT XVI
Passed by Congress July 2, 1909. Ratified February 3, 1913.
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from
whatever sources derived, without apportionment among the several States, and
without regard to any census or enumeration.
AMENDMENT XVII
Passed by Congress May 13, 1912. Ratified April 8, 1913.
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislatures. When vacancies
happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of
such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the
Legislature of any State may empower the Executive thereof to make temporary
appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the Legislature
may direct. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or
term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.
AMENDMENT XVIII
Passed by Congress December 18, 1917. Ratified January 16, 1919.{Altered by
Amendment 21}
After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or
transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the
exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the
jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. The Congress
and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the Legislatures of the several
States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the States by the Congress.
AMENDMENT XIX
Passed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratified August 18, 1920.
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. Congress shall have
power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
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AMENDMENT XX
Section 1.
The terms of the President and the Vice-President shall end at noon on the 20th
day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3rd
day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article
had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin.
Section 2.
The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall
begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a
different day.
Section 3.
If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President
elect shall have died, the Vice-President elect shall become President. If a
President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of
his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the
Vice-President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified;
and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President
elect nor a Vice-President shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as
President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such
person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice-President shall have
qualified.
Section 4.
The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons
from whom the House of representatives may choose a President whenever the
right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of
any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice-President whenever
the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.
Section 5.
Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the
ratification of this article (October 1933).
Section 6.
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years from the date of its submission.
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AMENDMENT XXI
Passed by Congress February 20, 1933. Ratified December 5, 1933.
Section 1.
The Eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is
hereby repealed.
Section 2.
The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or Possession of the
United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of
the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.
Section 3.
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided
in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to
the States by the Congress.
AMENDMENT XXII
Passed by Congress March 21, 1947. Ratified February 27, 1951.
No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no
person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more that
two years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be
elected to the office of President more that once. But this Article shall not apply
to any person holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by
Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of
President, or acting as President, during the term within which this Article
becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President
during the remainder of such term. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the Legislatures of
three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its
submission to the States by the Congress.
AMENDMENT XXIII
Passed by Congress June 16, 1960. Ratified March 29, 1961.
Section 1.
The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall
appoint in such manner as Congress may direct: A number of electors of
President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a
State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition
to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of
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the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State;
and they shall meet in the District and preform such duties as provided by the
twelfth article of amendment.
Section 2.
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XXIV
Passed by Congress August 27, 1962. Ratified January 23, 1964.
Section 1.
The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election
for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for
Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or any State by reason of failure to pay poll tax or any other tax.
Section 2.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XXV
Passed by Congress July 6, 1965. Ratified February 10, 1967.
Section 1.
In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation,
the Vice President shall become President.
Section 2.
Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President
shall nominate a Vice President who shall take the office upon confirmation by a
majority vote of both houses of Congress.
Section 3.
Whenever the President transmits to the President Pro tempore of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to
them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be
discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.
Section 4.
Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide,
transmits to the President Pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall
immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.
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Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President Pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration
that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless
the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmits
within four days to the President Pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall
decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in
session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written
declaration, or, if Congress is not in session within twenty-one days after
Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both houses
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the
Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President;
otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.
AMENDMENT XXVI
Passed by Congress March 23, 1971. Ratified June 30, 1971.
Section 1.
The right of citizens of the United States, who are 18 years of age or older, to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account of
age.
Section 2.

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
o

o

o

o

This is the end of the U.S. Constitution and all 26 Amendments.

