The Second Coming of Common Sense

9 Re-Considering the Military Draft — Saving Our Youth
Issue/Problem

This National proposal will and should generate much pdlelate — which is

after all my intent with CS2.
I was initially considering this piece in early Septen®@d6 about time
when the Administration, Congress, and the military baageed they
had no plans to re-start the Draft. Whether thatayasactical military
viewpoint or not is a matter of opinion, but it was cadrqge-election
politics for Congress! Since the 2006 election few membefoofress
have mentioned it.

| fully understand and appreciate that some Americansbeilipset about this
proposal, but please give this overview a look. Agaime makes more
converts than reason.

The Selective Military Service (SMS) System or th@fbas we used to call it
was closed down in 1973 after the end of the Vietnam Wargereral the Draft
system required thaill young man by the age of 19 to register anter the
Army for a two (2) period otto voluntarily enlist in another branch of the
military. There were of course various ways to degevise such as a being in
college or to avoid it all together via some real or fabedanedical condition —

I will not go into that history here.

Background on the American Selective Service System —\Wdmpedia.com!

TheSelective Service Acbr Selective Draft Actwas passed by the Congress
of the United States on May 18, 1917 creating the Selegamace System. The
Act gave the President the power to draft soldiers.

World War |

In his war message on April 2, 1917 President Woodrow Wilsagptéall the
nation’s “material resources” to the Allied war effdBut what the Allies most
urgently needed were fresh troops. Few Americans, howeushed to
volunteer for military service. By the end of WWI, somer@flion men had
registered, and some 2.8 million had been drafted, mga&mat more than half of
the almost 4.8 million Americans who served in WWI| wenadted.

TheSelective Training and Service Act of 194Was passed by the Congress of
the United States on September 6, 1940 becoming the first tipeace
conscriptionin United States history. This Selective Service rcfuired men
between the ages 21 and 30 register with local draft boBindsage range was
later changed to 18-45.
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World War I

In May 1940 Congress appropriated $2.5 billion for Franklin DodRvelt's
program of rebuilding military infrastructure, but Roosewdtl not feel the
country was ready for a peacetime draft. However, on JR@e the
Burke-Wadsworth Bill was brought before Congress. Tegislation was
drafted by Grenville Clark of thiglilitary Training Camps Associatioma World
War | veterans group.

When signed into law by Franklin Roosevelt in 1940, the BuMvielsworth Act
was the first peace-time draft in United States hjsto Under the
Burke-Wadsworth Act, all American males between tyante and thirty-five
years of age registered for the draft. The governmatialin selected men
through a lottery system. If drafted, a man servedvielve months. According
to the Burke-Wadsworth Act’s provisions, drafted soldiexd to remain in the
Western Hemisphere or in United States possessiomsrragories located in
other parts of the world. The act provided that not nieee 900,000 men were
to be in training at any one time, and it limited ses\iz 12 months.

The draft began in October 1940. By the early summer of 1Bdssident
Franklin Roosevelt asked the U.S. Congress to extend theofeduty for the

draftees beyond twelve months. The United States Hou&emfesentatives
approved the extension by a single vote. The Senate apptobgda wider

margin, and Roosevelt signed the bill into law.

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawair, December 1941,
thousands of American men amdmen swelled the United States’ military’s
ranks by volunteering for service.

After the United States entered World War 11, a r@slective Service Act made
men between 18 and 45 liable for military service and reduatl men between
18 and 65 to register. The terminal point of service Was extended to six
months _afterthe war was over. From 1940 until 1947—when the wartime
selective service act expired after extensions by Congress-+@@©0,000 men
were inducted.

After World War Il

A revised Selective Service Act was passed in 1948 tlopiresl all men
between 18 and 26 to register and that made men from 19 liabk& for

induction for 21 months’ service, which would be followedtbyears of reserve
duty.

My thanks to the Internet service &Vikepedia.com, the “free
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encyclopedia”, for the informative background on the Seleervice
System.

To continue

“The Draft” as we knew it ended in 1973, the Selective Serkéenains as a
means to register American malgson reaching the age of 18 as a contingency
should the need arise. They still send Uncle Sam’s “laistlgpleeting card” to
teenage men.

The SMS registration requirement was suspended in April IRitSeinstituted
in 1980. Therefore, it was available and could have bemhingecent years to
support the Afghanistan and Iraq war efforts — insteatlepblitically gutless
“backdoor Draft” of our National Guard for foreign deploymé#rdt the Bush I
Administration decided to utilize.

Of course if Bush Il and Cheney would have tried to sisirtg the Dratft,
the public may have stopp&dish’s Optional Iraq Wabefore it started
and would have screamed for it to be ended once thegastin for it

were shown to be, shall we say somewhat “fabricatefiid they knew
it.

As stated, you did not need to register with the SelecBeevice, you
automatically received that greeting card from your |&aft Board on your
19" birthday — | got mine in July of 1967! And you were expetta@portfor
a pre-induction physical and aptitude test. Agaigpid went into the Draft it
was a standard two-year commitment to the Army with oogtito stay
permanently if you so decided.

(0] (0] 0 (0]

How the New SMS Will Help Us Now

The SMS System as it previously existed may not be feijored howevethat

is where the national discussion needs to begin. | betlevedebate over
whether or not it should be restarted should rapidly evioliee exactly what
practical form itwill take and public acknowledgement of the measurable human
benefits it would yield for the younger generation and oueoas a whole.

Some of the benefits to the individual will be the vocatidrahing, military

discipline, and structure for young men (and women) todatyptoved to be so
beneficial for young Americans for decades in the pasabdolutely proved to
be a solid and positive starting point in life for many tlatild not have had it
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otherwise. Also, those that enter the SMS without a ISigitool diploma will
leave with one.

| believe the nation must deliberately move to reinstisgme form of the
nonvoluntary SMS Draft system and have it ramping up in 2009 datest.
Even though the Bush I, Irag War surely muddies the disons— both
concerned parents and seasoned social workers that | haneetdhis idea off
have been very supportive of bringing the SMS back to help tesnagd
younger twenty-something’s get a better track on life.

I came to this sobering conclusion after straining mynbiiai a_longtime trying
to determine what could practically be done with today’s Fighool drop-outs
(25-plus percent), as well as other youth both malefeamale that have been
sitting ducks for the drug business, crime, gangs, and eliyious zealots.

A better track had to be developed for their good andahien’s. | believe it is
far better to build more soldiers than to build and fdirenprisons. It all led me
eventually to consider this personally surprising, yet nalipwiable solution.

The People’s Sense

To be crystal clear, the purpose in recommending that wg beck the military
Draft induction process is to address various Domestiess It is nobffered
with the intent of building an Army for foreign assignment.

The new SMS is absolutely nér us to build-up troop count in Irag and a

watchful public will not let that happen. Rather we wilt ¢fge h___ out of
Bush lls_optionaivar, ASAP! That issue will be more bluntly addresseer|

The New Draft — A Viable Means to Desirable Ends

Here are a few thoughts on the why the new Selective MilB&rvice (SMS)
will be of great use to the nation:

* In the first place the military is a very viable optiorr # lot of young
Americans. Further, we will make the American miltane that is staffed
only with citizens. Although the service of non-citizen volengein our
military has been outstanding, it is also seen as adbackway to
citizenship. We will be moving to tighten the current patfisUS
citizenship and this is one admittedly honorable option thdit lva
withdrawn.

* It would include men and women — equal opportunity ladies!
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* Too many of our teens and twenty-something’'s today haverfedogment
options where they are living and/or are just not that ratgt/ to do
something on their own. The truth is the truth.

A structured life and vocational guidance are what ttedt@ifered millions
of young men for decades and what the volunteer-base@dmiervices
still offer today. They come out of the standard 2-year tooire mature,
more confident, and most were in the best physical conddf their life.
They were better prepared for the world often had gmamed work ethic,
and have learned some basic occupational skill(s). Ancdtwetthe GI-Bill
to help them continue their education.

* With an increasing high school dropout rate now over 25% ami wi
well-over 50% of those in prison not possessing a high schoanaapl-
military service should once again be the next place fonggeople to go
after High School or after having dropped out of it. Andould notbe
optional.

That real possibility would undoubtedly keep some of themgh &chool to
graduate. Those that went into the Service would cetapheir high school
education while in there and have the opportunity to getltfeegoing in a

more positive direction.

* Again, | have reviewed the idea of bringing back the Drath \siocial
workers and they immediately say, “Yes!”

Over-lapping Problems and Solutions

Are you sitting downThe over-lapping problem area that really made my brain
hurt for a while was — how to go about dismantling theotesiand violent
gangs now operating all over our country! The SMS is thendmwork to
provide us with that answer. The bad will go in and thelgaitt come out!

“Society’s most complex problems are made and solved
at the unit level — one person at a time”

This is complicated stuff isn’t it? But we can fix anyilpithat We the People
put our hearts and minds together to fix. Looking back it walsgirly a national

mistake to ever stop the SMS service. With An Amerisgenda, We are now
all about correcting passed errors wherever we can amdstlain unexpected
issue that needs to be confronted and fixed.

It is just more common sense.
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The Changing National System

With the proposed ramping down of the failed 35-plus year \Watayd Drugs
beginning in 2008 and with major reductions in free-will @imwe must
determine what to do with those people — our fellow aiszeas well. Idle
criminals can reallyet into trouble!

For starters we will begin rapicbllection and deportatioof any and all 10s
known to be involved in gang and other criminal activitiemd- e will firmly
resolve what to do with any family that they have here.

Because we cannot just go and kill them #redr families like Chinese
government literallydid years ago to stamp-out its drug industry — and
users, as well!

And should any of those 10s with criminal history decifiéheir own free-will
to once again violate our national borders (as so many noswveloand over
again) and are apprehended — they will be teasibt imprisoned or evicted one
more time. They will have be warned and know the hard fyefwalreturning
well in advance.

We will have absolute control over our borders and who is etlow be inside
them. We must decide as a nation to quit paying forectincontinue to exist in
our neighborhoods! And, especially crimes committed by I10s.

After all that, we will still have some tens of thousgaraf our citizens with
criminal records to “re-tool” for life in civil socigt And we can do it.

Itis Just Like Baking a Cake

The old saying is,
“If you want bake a cake, you have got to break a few eggs”
Therefore, it follows that,

“If we want to have Peace in our streets,
we will be required to deport and break a few cringiria

Granted this is a lot to take in, but please give it sttroeght.

(0] (0] (0] 0]
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Coordinated Domestic Victory

The complimentary functioning of the re-instituted Drafstem, American
Population Management, and the Re-Employment systemvaiik together to
facilitate andaccomplish the gargantuan civil rehabilitation of ‘forneeiminals
and gang members. Given a choice of prison, 3-strikes yuead, or the
military what do you think their choice would probably be?

Our common sensand nationally responsible approach is to deliberatiekrt
at-risk youth and young criminals to a safer and more isioglife path, and it
will not be optional.

The military would re-write its rules on not acceptipgople with a criminal

record. Let's get real for a changé&specially with young first offenders that
are at the front edge of a bad life. And whether they angglmschool or even in
a lower grade, they may be considered for the overall Si§am. There

could possibly be a pre-SMS program if they are tomgoua program 6 to 12
months in duration and then return to regular school.

This can all be done anaviill savethousands of our youth and the heartbreak of

their parents, as well.

There are other positive benefits to the National Systebe drawn from the

re-birth of the SMS program, but this is enough on thrandw. This was fairly

brief, but it presents the viable concepts that will be easyigh to develop and
implement_ndater than 2009!

Please give this overall proposal some serious thoughtusedawill be a far
better than spending more billion$ of our taxes building andtaiaing any
more jails and prisons — to say nothing of human loss.

o] o] o] o}

Let’'s Hear It

And this is one of the few instances in CS2 where | widatly challenge people
and groups that typically reject such a solution orieptegosal. For, IF they
can come up with a better approach that will work &t ldas well on paper, and
I mean get the same real results — then start writing bedAlesthe People
cannot wait to read it! Or do not complain.

Peace, love, dovel



